
ABOVE: Members of the Patterson High School Timberland 

Regiment Band perform during the Louisiana Music Educators 

Association State Marching Championships Wednesday at 

Cajun Field in Lafayette. RIGHT: Members of the Belle Chasse 

High School Cardinal Color Guard rehearse before entering the 

stadium to perform during the competition. BELOW: Members of 

the Leesville High School Wampus Cat Band perform Wednesday.
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A Lafayette political consultant 
arrested in 2025 over campaign 
messages sued the Lafayette Par-
ish sheriff and other officials in 
federal court, claiming the arrest 
was politically motivated and that 
authorities still hold his electronic 
devices.

Chun Ping “Eddie” Lau filed the 
lawsuit Nov. 4 in the U.S. District 

Court in Lafayette. It names Sher-
iff Mark Garber, state Attorney 
General Liz Murrill, District Attor-
ney Don Landry, Sheriff’s Office 
Detective Wesley Vanmieghem 
and unnamed deputies and attor-
ney general’s investigators.

Lau was booked March 13, 2025, 
on a felony count under a state law 
that bars distributing campaign 
material by a person “knows or 
should be reasonably expected to 
know” is false. Court filings show 

no formal charge has been filed.
Lau worked for Jesse Regan’s 

campaign in the Feb. 15, 2025, 
special primary for state Senate 
District 23. Brach Myers, a Repub-
lican, won with 54.8% of the vote.

According to the lawsuit, au-
thorities accused Lau of creating 
a Facebook page called “The Lady 
Dems of Acadiana” and sending 
a text message that suggested a 
democratic group backed My-
ers. Lau’s attorneys said the page 

reposted Myers’ own campaign 
video and urged people to vote for 
him. They said that is protected 
political speech.

Judge Andre Doguet signed 
search warrants for Lau’s home 
and business March 12, 2025, 
court records show. Deputies 
seized at least 19 devices, ac-
cording to returns Vanmieghem 
signed March 11, 2026, 363 days 
after the searches.

The lawsuit said earlier com-
plaints about the messages drew 
no action before the election, and 
the warrants were signed the day 

after Myers took office. It also said 
Garber told others he planned to 
run for U.S. Senate against a can-
didate Lau advised.

Lau is seeking damages from 
Garber, Vanmieghem and the un-
named defendants. He is asking 
the court to declare the law uncon-
stitutional, bar its enforcement 
against him and order his property 
returned. Murrill and Landry are 
named only for that declaratory 
and injunctive relief.

In July 2025, Lau filed a motion in 

BY DEAN BOUDREAUX
Staff writer

Political consultant sues over 2025 arrest
Man alleges authorities still hold electronic devices

ä See LAWSUIT, page 4B

The second-generation owner 
of Poche’s Market and Restaurant 
in Breaux Bridge died last week, 
leaving behind a close-knit com-
munity at the Bayou Teche meat 
market his family founded in 1962.

Floyd Poche 
died Nov. 4 at the 
age of 74. Accord-
ing to his obituary, 
he spent his entire 
life in the Poche 
Bridge neighbor-
hood where he 
was raised — and 
where his father, 
Lug Poche, first 

started Poche’s Market as a local 
boucherie.

Floyd Poche purchased the busi-
ness in 1976, and spent the next 50 
years developing it into a beloved 
smokehouse and restaurant fea-
turing traditional Cajun fare like 
smothered meats, boudin, barbe-
cue plates and seafood.

Working with his wife, Karen, 
and children Scotty Poche and 
Rebekah Poche Guidry, Poche 
turned the family’s businesses 
into a series of bayou destina-
tions — such as Poche Bridge 
Country Club located next door 
to the market, and Poche’s RV 
Park up the road, which sold to 
new owners in 2019.

The restaurant and smokehouse 
developed a reputation that went 

BY JOANNA BROWN
Staff writer

Acadiana 
mourns 
death of 

Floyd 
Poche
Breaux Bridge 

restaurateur known 
for Cajun fare, bayou 

destinations

A juvenile girl escaped an at-
tempted kidnapping Sunday in 
western Acadia Parish after kick-

ing and scream-
ing when a man 
grabbed her as 
she walked to a 
friend’s house, au-
thorities said.

The incident 
happened around 
noon Sunday in 

the Evangeline community, ac-
cording to the Acadia Parish 
Sheriff’s Office.

Two men in an older white or 
gray pickup truck drove past 
the girl before one got out and 

grabbed her, deputies said. She 
kicked and screamed until the 
man released her.

Both men fled in the truck. Dep-
uties searched for the suspects 
but did not locate them.

The girl described the men as 
appearing to be in their mid-20s 
to early 30s, with dark complex-
ions and possibly Hispanic, ac-
cording to the Sheriff’s Office. 
She said the man who grabbed 
her had black hair and three 
scratch marks on his left cheek.

The make and model of the 
truck are unknown.

Police: Girl escapes 
attempted kidnapping 
after kicking, screaming

A group of advocacy organiza-
tions filed a lawsuit Monday seek-
ing to undo a rule that fast-tracked 
approval for billions of dollars in 
electric infrastructure for Meta’s 
massive data center in north Loui-
siana, a move that could stymie 
Entergy’s plans for several new 
gas-fired power plants.

The suit, filed in Baton Rouge 
district court, comes amid a wave 
of anti-AI sentiment across the 

country. The filings accuse the 
Louisiana Public Service Com-
mission — which regulates elec-
tric utilities — of violating the 
law when it passed a “lightning 
directive” in December 2025 to 
speed up electric infrastructure 
for large projects, including Me-
ta’s data center. The plaintiffs are 
three groups who have opposed 
various aspects of Meta’s data 
center: Save My Louisiana, Loui-
siana Citizens Advocacy Group 
and the Louisiana Landowners 
Coalition.

The lightning directive, passed 
at the behest of PSC member J.P. 
Coussan, a Republican from Lafay-
ette, allows utilities like Entergy to 
skip some rules when building in-
frastructure to power certain high-

energy users, including Meta’s 
“Hyperion” data center.

The suit alleges that the PSC 
failed to properly notify the public 
before approving the lighting di-
rective. The state Supreme Court 
has held that public notice is a re-
quirement for the PSC to change 
its rules. The directive appeared 
on a December 2025 LPSC meeting 
agenda with the notice “Directive 
on commission’s Lightning Initia-
tive.”

“That short agenda item did not 
tell the public anything meaning-
ful, because at the time there was 
no such thing as the commission’s 
‘lightning initiative,’” attorneys for 
the plaintiffs wrote in the lawsuit. 

New lawsuit targets Louisiana’s 
fast-track process for data centers

Filing by advocacy 
groups accuses PSC 

of violating law
BY SAM KARLIN
Staff writer
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LSU is poised to trans-
form its School of Con-
struction with a major en-
dowment and a state-of-the 
art new building, thanks to 
massive donations from an 
LSU alum and Louisiana 
construction tycoon, the 
school announced Tuesday.

“Construction is no longer 
a low-tech industry,” Vicki 
Colvin, dean of the College 
of Engineering, said Tues-
day. “It’s going to become a 
high-tech industry, and it’s 
going to do it right here in 
Louisiana.”

The university will name 
its School of Construction, 
as well the planned $107 
million Construction and 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Building, for Art Favre 
and his industrial services 

company, Performance 
Contractors.

The LSU Foundation an-
nounced the new names 
Tuesday during a celebra-
tion event for Favre at the 
foundation building on 
Nicholson Drive. The foun-
dation did not disclose the 
dollar amount of Favre’s 
donation but said the donor 
has put tens of millions to-
ward the university’s con-
struction expansion, includ-
ing a previous $15 million 
contribution.

The new funds will estab-
lish an unrestricted endow-
ment, meaning the money 
can be spent at the univer-
sity’s discretion.

“An unrestricted endow-
ment gives LSU something 
especially powerful: the 
ability to be both strategic 
and nimble,” LSU Chancel-
lor Jim Dalton said. “Those 
resources help us recruit 
and retain extraordinary 
faculty, pursue emerging 
academic and research 
opportunities, respond to 
industry needs and ensure 

students are learning at the 
leading edge of their fields.”

The construction school 
— which started as a de-
partment but the Board 
of Supervisors voted to el-
evate to school status last 
year — will be called the 
Art Favre School of Con-
struction and housed within 
the College of Engineering. 
The level of school is a 
broader academic division 
within the university that 
the College of Engineering 
said aligned with the con-
struction management pro-
gram’s growth and student 
demand, as well as success 
with industry partnerships.

The physical space will 
be named the Performance 
Contractors Construction 
and Advanced Manufactur-
ing Building — a tribute to 
the company Favre founded.

Favre said he has pitched 
his vision for a premier 
construction manage-
ment program for 35 years 
across multiple LSU presi-
dents. Past LSU President 
William F. Tate IV was a 

close ally on the project, he 
said, and current President 
Wade Rousse took the ba-
ton when Tate departed for 
Rutgers University.

“We all knew we needed 
more independence to en-
sure construction had a 
prominent place in the Col-
lege of Engineering for the 
future,” Favre said. “The de-
partment was growing rap-
idly but was not keeping up 
with the needs for more and 
better-prepared graduates 
coming into the university. 
In my mind, most impor-
tantly, the LSU CM program 
was in a unique position to 
fill a void in construction-
specific research to keep 
America competitive in the 
world marketplace.”

University officials an-
ticipate breaking ground on 
the Performance Contrac-
tors and Advanced Manu-
facturing Building in 2027. 
The 148,000-square-foot fa-
cility, the planned home of 
the expanded construction 
offerings, will be located on 
South Stadium Drive.

Anyone with information 
is asked to call Acadia Par-
ish Sheriff’s Office detec-
tives at (337) 788-8700 or 
Crime Stoppers of Acadia 
Parish at (337) 789-8477.

Branch man indicted 
on child rape counts

A St. Landry Parish grand 
jury has indicted a Branch 
man on three counts of 
aggravated rape and two 
counts of oral sexual bat-
tery, prosecutors said.

Chad Abraham Richard, 
59, was indicted Friday in 
the 27th Judicial District 
Court. The rapes occurred 
before the victims turned 
13, prosecutors said.

Prosecutors said Richard 
took the victims into the 
woods one at a time on an 

all-terrain vehicle and as-
saulted them in a secluded 
area.

Sheriff’s deputies arrest-
ed Richard on July 28 after 
a complaint in May, depu-
ties said. He was charged 
then with eight counts of 
first-degree rape and seven 
counts of second-degree 
rape.

An indictment is a grand 
jury’s finding that enough 
evidence exists for a case 
to go to trial. It is not a find-
ing of guilt.

Aggravated rape carries 
a mandatory life sentence 
at hard labor without proba-
tion, parole or suspension of 
sentence, prosecutors said. 
Oral sexual battery carries 
up to 10 years at hard labor.

Richard is scheduled to 
be arraigned Nov. 12.

Police: Man arrested 
after cocaine found 

A Lafayette man was ar-

rested Sunday after Lafay-
ette Parish Sheriff’s Office 
narcotics agents said they 
found nearly 5 pounds of 
cocaine in his vehicle dur-
ing a traffic stop on Inter-
state 10 near Scott.

Isiah Mouton, 37, was 
pulled over for traffic vio-
lations Sunday afternoon, 
the Sheriff’s Office said 
in a news release. Agents 
searched the vehicle on 
probable cause and found 
the cocaine and 4 grams of 
marijuana.

Agents then obtained a 
search warrant for Mou-
ton’s home in Lafayette, 
where they said they 
found another 280 grams 
of marijuana and a hand-
gun.

Mouton was booked into 
the Lafayette Parish Cor-
rectional Center on two 
counts of possession with 
intent to distribute Sched-
ule I controlled dangerous 
substances, the Sheriff’s 

Office said. He also faces 
counts of possession of 
Schedule I controlled dan-
gerous substances, trans-
actions involving pro-
ceeds from drug activity 
and illegal possession of a 
firearm in the presence of 
controlled dangerous sub-
stances.

The release did not 
state what traffic viola-
tion prompted the stop or 
whether bond has been 
set.

The Sheriff’s Office said 
the case remains under in-
vestigation and no further 
information is available at 
this time.

Email Kristin Askelson at 
kaskelson@theadvocate.
com.

beyond Acadiana, and 
Poche was interviewed for 
the Southern Foodways Al-
liance Oral History Project 
in 2007.

His obituary shared that 

he loved working alongside 
his employees, saying, “He 
was very passionate in his 
belief that everyone de-
served an opportunity to be 
somebody.” Following his 
death, social media tributes 
from former employees and 
colleagues remembered a 
supportive boss who cared 
about their success.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Karen Poche, 
and daughter Desiree Mi-
chelle Poche. A celebration 
of life was held at the Poche 
Bridge Country Club Tues-
day. 

Email Joanna Brown 
at joanna.brown@
theadvocate.com.
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CKC YORKIE CKC YORKIE puppies w/
papers, vet checked shot worming.
Will meet halfway. $500. 334-467-
3416

CATS
RAGA MUF FIN & RAG DOLL KIT TENS
www. Cat sByF ranc y. com/ kittens
$1500up! Reg. Shots & Guar anty

337-230-3150
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Agenda
City Zon ing
Com mis sion

Pub lic Meet ing
Mon day,

No vem ber 16, 2026
5:30 P.M., or

im me di ately fol low ing
 the con clu sion of the

 Lafayette City
 Plan ning Com mis sion,
 whichever oc curs later

Com mu nity
 De vel op ment and

 Plan ning De part ment
220 West Wil low Street,

 Build ing C
Town Hall Au di to rium

I. Call to Order

II. Chair’s Open ing
Re marks

III. Ap proval of the
Min utes 
Oc to ber 19, 2026

IV. New Busi ness

1. Case No. 2026-22-REZ
TBD (3300 Block & 3047)
Verot School Road Re zon ‐
ing
A re quest to re zone the
sub ject prop erty, from
RS-1 (Res i den tial Sin gle-
Fam ily) and MN-1
(Mixed-Use Neigh bor ‐
hood) to RM-1 (Res i den ‐
tial Mixed), and MN-1
(Mixed-Use Neigh bor ‐
hood) to A (Agri cul tural)
lo cated gen er ally north
of Wood stone Drive, east
of Verot School Road,
and south of Points of
View Park way.

2. Case No. 2026-23-REZ
5100 Block West Con ‐
gress Street Re zon ing
A re quest to re zone the
sub ject prop erty, from
CM-1 (Com mer cial
Mixed) to MN-1 (Mixed-
Use Neigh bor hood) lo ‐
cated gen er ally north of
Trista Lane, west of Tra ‐
vailleur Road, and south
of West Con gress Street.

3. Case No. 2026-25-REZ
190 South Col lege Road
Re zon ing and Con di ‐
tional Use Per mit
A re quest to re zone the
sub ject prop erty, from
RM-1 (Res i den tial Mixed)
to MN-1 (Mixed-Use
Neigh bor hood) with a
Con di tional Use Per mit
for a restau rant in a MN-
1 (Mixed-Use Neigh bor ‐
hood) zon ing dis trict lo ‐
cated gen er ally north of
North Ar ling ton Drive,
east of Aca dian Drive,
and south of South Col ‐
lege Road.

V. Other Busi ness
1. Di rec tor’s Re port and
re view of Lafayette City
Coun cil ac tion on mat ‐
ters pre vi ously con sid ‐
ered by the Zon ing Com ‐
mis sion.
2. LDC Amend ments
3. Ap proval of 2027 cal en ‐
dar for Zon ing Com mis ‐
sion

VI. Ad journ ment

205215 Nov. 1, 11, 15, 3t
$63.78
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MACHINERY/TOOLS
Black n Decker 18 Volt system. Drill
impact wrench, circular saw,
reciprocating saw, 3 chargers & 5
lithium batteries. $150 total. Call
225-266-1953
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Solunar Table

Air Quality
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Lake Charles
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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Source: Airnow.gov
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Stage change
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First Second

Major Minor Major Minor

The solunar period schedule allows planning days so you will be
fishing in good territory or hunting in good cover during those
times. Major periods begin at the times shown and last for 1.5 to 2
hours. The minor periods are shorter.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Shown are noon
positions of weather
systems and precipitation.
Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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Forecasts and graphics, except KATC forecasts,
provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

High/low .......................................... 80°/63°
Normal high/low .............................. 72°/52°
Record high .................................. 85° in 1963
Record low ................................... 28° in 1914

24 hours through 5 p.m. yest. ................. 0.00”
Month to date (normal) .............. 0.66” (1.72”)
Year to date (normal) ............... 6.36” (11.84”)

Lafayette through 5 p.m. yesterday

MODERATE

GOOD

Reading 52
Main pollutant Particulates

Main pollutant Particulates

MEMPHIS 34 29.60 +0.10
VIDALIA-NATCHEZ 48 47.00 +0.40
RED RIVER LANDING 48 48.70 +0.50
BATON ROUGE 35 31.90 +0.40
DONALDSONVILLE 27 22.10 +0.20
RESERVE 22 16.73 +0.29
NEW ORLEANS 17 11.90 NONE

CAIRO 40 46.16 +0.24

NEAR OLIVE 19 -0.94 -0.01

NEAR DARLINGTON 18 0.13 -0.05
DENHAM SPRINGS 29 11.83 -0.13
PORT VINCENT 8 2.40 -0.06

HOLDEN 15 1.26 -0.07

SIMMESPORT 47 29.16 +0.38
MELVILLE 34 22.61 +0.37
KROTZ SPRINGS 29 20.33 +0.23
BUTTE LA ROSE 20 14.79 +0.22
BAYOU SORREL 12 6.67 NONE

GRAND LAKE 15 N.A. N.A.
MORGAN CITY 6 4.00 +0.05

Sunrise today .................................... 7:19 a.m.
Sunset tonight ................................... 7:16 p.m.
Moonrise today .................................. 8:15 a.m.
Moonset today .................................. 8:35 p.m.

First
Mar 21

Last
Apr 4

Full
Mar 28

New
Apr 11

Lake Pontchartrain (Tchefuncte River) 10:23a 0.3 6:41p 0.1 11:11p 0.2 --- ---
Shell Beach 5:05a 0.8 11:59a 0.3 6:04p 0.6 11:59p 0.3
South Point, Marsh Island 5:04a 1.5 10:00a 0.3 6:00p 1.3 9:58p 0.6
Cypremort Point 7:04a 1.3 12:24a 0.8 8:01p 1.1 1:57p 0.4
Grand Isle (Barataria Pass) 12:53p 0.3 8:32a 0.3 --- --- 6:21p 0.3
Mississippi River (Southwest Pass) 12:10p 0.4 6:07a 0.3 --- --- 4:50p 0.3
Wine Island 12:36a 0.7 9:34a 0.3 2:01p 0.4 7:23p 0.3

Today 12:34a 6:45a 12:55p 7:05p
Mon. 1:19a 7:29a 1:39p 7:49p
Tue. 2:04a 8:15a 2:25p 8:35p
Wed. 2:51a 9:01a 3:12p 9:23p
Thu. 3:39a 9:50a 4:01p 10:12p
Fri. 4:28a 10:40a 4:51p 11:03p
Sat. 5:18a 11:30a 5:42p 11:55p

Amsterdam 47 40 pc 47 39 sh
Bangkok 96 80 pc 96 80 pc
Barcelona 58 47 s 58 46 pc
Berlin 47 36 sh 47 35 sh
Brussels 48 41 pc 48 38 sh
Cairo 75 56 pc 79 56 s
Dublin 50 44 sh 54 46 pc
Frankfurt 48 36 c 50 36 sh
Havana 87 64 s 88 63 s
Hong Kong 75 69 s 76 70 pc
Jerusalem 63 47 c 65 53 pc

Kuwait City 79 52 s 80 62 pc
London 51 45 c 53 41 pc
Madrid 61 36 s 64 40 s
Mexico City 80 55 pc 79 55 c
Montreal 29 5 pc 21 12 s
Moscow 41 37 c 40 33 sn
New Delhi 89 62 pc 92 63 pc
Paris 52 44 pc 54 40 sh
Rome 61 39 pc 58 39 pc
Stockholm 40 28 sh 40 27 pc
Tokyo 62 47 s 63 49 s

Atlanta 80 58 pc 68 55 r
Austin 75 45 r 86 61 s
Boston 45 15 sf 30 19 s
Dallas 72 53 r 80 57 s
Denver 33 20 sn 39 24 c
Fairbanks 11 -7 s 12 -5 pc
Honolulu 79 67 sh 80 68 sh
Houston 71 52 t 81 67 c
Kansas City 49 43 r 61 40 sh
Las Vegas 68 50 s 59 41 c
Louisville 55 39 sh 53 49 r
Miami 81 68 pc 82 70 pc
Minneapolis 49 27 pc 36 29 sn

Nashville 61 53 c 69 55 r
New Orleans 79 68 t 81 68 t
New York City 49 23 s 39 28 s
Orlando 85 60 s 85 64 pc
Philadelphia 56 26 s 44 31 pc
Phoenix 70 50 s 72 45 pc
Pittsburgh 48 19 pc 43 35 pc
Raleigh 69 41 c 52 38 c
St. Louis 54 45 r 58 45 r
San Diego 62 55 c 60 49 c
Seattle 49 36 r 49 35 c
Tampa 82 63 s 82 66 pc
Washington, D.C. 62 31 s 50 38 pc
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Kris and Heather Louvierre have chosen a new site for Daiquiri Depot, at 241 Donlon Ave. along the
Evangeline Thruway in Lafayette. The business suffered significant damage nearly a year ago when the
former location burned down.

original location for its return-
ing customers, she noted, “but
it was big enough for us to do
a drive thru plus it had cooler
spaces for us to store our dai-
quiris and crawfish,” Louvierre
said.
The building, which became
available when the franchisee
for that location closed it along
with another in Lafayette in
December, is double the size
of their old building. Louvierre
said theymayexpand themenu
to include a seafood market
located at the entrance of the
business.
“We are trying our hardest
to get open as soon as we can,”
Louvierre said. “We miss in-
teracting with our customers
in the public, and we are just
excited to get back up and run-
ning as soon as we can.”
Otherbusinesseshaveopened
in the four-unit business center
at 417NEEvangelineThruway,

which ownerVincent Starwood
openedbought last summerand
has since worked to put back
into commerce.
A body contour shop and a

laundromat will open in the
development, which was the
former Hanger Prosthetics &
Orthotics. It already houses
a small grocery store, called
Starwood Marketplace, and a
beauty salon/barber shop.
“Everywhere you go, you

gotta get on the road and go
to the other side of town to
get anything you need,” Star-
wood said. “And I said I’ll put
a small grocery store there to
help the community out. It was
just heartbreaking when I see
these older folks get on the bus
to go all the way on the other
side of town just to get grocer-
ies because everything on our
side of town seems to not be
important.”
Starwoodsaidheusedhis own
money tobuy the abandonedof-
fice, which lies in an “opportu-
nity zone.” He used most of his
military money to help get his
business up and running.

“I called every resource in
Lafayette to helpme, evenwith
this coronavirus,” he said. “The
government claimed to have all
these resources for small busi-
nesses, but we couldn’t seem to
find a dollar of it.”
Other developments along

the Thruway include:
n BatonRougeattorneysHar-

ry Daniels III and Christopher
Washington bought property at
718 NW Evangeline Thruway
and later at 800NWEvangeline
Thruway. Attempts to reach
them were unsuccessful. Work
began earlier last month on the
first property.

n The former car dealer-
ship at 1406 NE Evangeline
Thruway is under contract,
according to the state com-
mercial property database.
The property, which was used
temporarily last year by food
distributor last fall, is listed
at $540,000 and includes two
buildings and a combined
25,000 square feet.

Email Symone Graham at
news@theadvocate.com.
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JEFF DAVIS ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT/TOURIST

COMMISSION
President/CEO

Job Requirements &
Description:

Supervise and control all
strategic and business as-
pects of the organization.
The goal is to drive the or-
ganizational development
and guide it toward long--
term success. Experience
in the field of economic de-
velopment and/or tourism
promotion at the local, re-
gional and state levels is
preferred but not required.
Applicant should have a
strong background in cur-
rent information technolo-
gy software such as Micro-
soft Office Suite Products.
Must be comfortable mak-
ing public appearances
and presentations. Must be
able to travel to meet with
area governmental and in-
dustry groups.
Responsibilities
Lead and motivate subordi-
nates to advance employee
engagement and to devel-
op a highly performing
managerial team. Oversee
all operations and business
activities to ensure they
produce the desired results
that are consistent with
the overall strategy and
mission. Enforce adher-
ence to legal guidelines
and policies to maintain le-
gality and business ethics.
Review financial and non-
-financial reports to devise
solutions or improvements.
Build trust relations with
key partners and stake-
holders and act as a point
of contact for important
stakeholders. Maintain
contacts and knowledge of
the markets and industry
of the organizations. Com-
pensation will be based on
experience.
Interested parties may
contact:
Gregory N. Marcantel, CPA
P. O. Box 485, Jennings, LA
70546. call 337 824-7000 or
you may email:
greg@gmarcantelcpa.com

Equal Opportunity
Employer

Avoyelles Parish 57 acres
Prime deer hunting land.
Also some open land for
house lots. Public water, oil
&gas potential 5 miles from
I-49. $159,000 318-452-5373

I have a beautiful collec-
tion of high end custom
handguns for sale in 9 mm
and 45 ACP calibers. Brand
names are Wilson Combat,
Nighthawk Custom, Les
Baer, Accuracy X by Steve
Huff, CZ 75 Czechmates,
Para Ordinance, Glock 17L,
and a Cabot Jones Deluxe.
Can be bought as a collec-
tion or by the piece.
$Negotiable 225-276-2100

Antique Bourbon Bot-
tles & Decanters. MUST
BE SEALED. Interested
in anything from 1980s
or older. Located in Bat-
on Rouge but will drive
to you. Call or text 772-
224-6865. $500.

WANTING TO BUY
Old Records 33’s, 45’s &
78’s. All types of music.
Call 985-888-9890

German Shorthair Pointer
AKC Registered Puppies
Excellent bloodline well-
documented Pedigree: HOF
DIXIELAND’S RUSTY, 16x CH
Crosswinds Fritz,
microchip. Great for hunt-
ing and Family $1100 Call
225-270-1572

Computer Personnel
Domestic
Drivers
Engineers/Chemists
Financial/Acctg
General Help
Ind’l-Tech. Skills
Instructors
Insurance
Job Info
Managers-Manager
Trainees
Medical
Office Clerical
Part-Time
Positions Wanted
Professional/
Administrative
Restaurants/Hotels/Clubs
Sales/Marketing
Telemarketing/
Telephone Skills

Employment

Professional/
Administrative

Commercial Property/
Sale
Farms-Acreage/Sale
Homes for Sale
Lots
Mobile Homes
for Sale
Waterfront/Camps

Real Estate

Farms-
Acreage/Sale

Merchandise

Airplanes
Antiques
Appliances
Auctions
Bikes-GoCarts-Wheeled
Goods
Boats & Motors
Books
Building Supplies
Cameras & Photo Supplies
Cemetary Plots
Collectibles
Computers Home/Office
Crafts & Hobbies
Estate Sales
Exercise Equip
Farm Equipment
Garden Supplies & Plants
Household Items
Jewelry/Watches
Lawnmowers/
Lawn Tractors
Let's Swap
Machinery & Tools
Medical Supplies
Misc. For Sale
Musical Instruments
Office Equipment
Pianos-Organs
Portable Buildings
Restaurant Equip
Sewing Machines
Sportsman's Exchange
TV-Stereo-VCR
Utility Trailer
Want To Buy

Sportsman’s
Exchange

Want To Buy

Cats & Dogs
Lost & Found Pets
Livestock Animals
Pet Services & Obituaries
Pet Supplies
Poultry & Eggs

Livestock & Pets

Dogs
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Kavanaugh, Joseph
H. 'Joe'

December 29, 1933 -
November 7, 2026

Joseph H. "Joe"
Kavanaugh lived a life de-
fined by integrity, public
service, and lasting contri-
butions to the legal and
civic communities of
Louisiana. Born in
December 1933, in Ruston,
Louisiana, Joe was raised
with a strong sense of dis-
cipline and commitment
that would guide him
through-out his life.

A graduate of Ruston
High School in 1951 and
Louisiana Tech University
in 1954, Joe earned his law
degree from Louisiana
State University in 1957.

Following his admission
to the Louisiana Bar, Joe
served his country in the
United States Army, where
he was assigned to the
Office of the Judge
Advocate General. After
completing his military
service, he began a legal
career rooted in public ser-
vice. He was an active
member of both the
American and Louisiana
Bar Associations and
served in leadership roles
within the Louisiana
Bankers Association, in-
cluding as General
Counsel.

Beyond his professional
life, Joe was deeply com-
mitted to his community
and to service. He served
on the Biracial Committee
for East Baton Rouge
Parish during a pivotal
time in the region's histo-
ry. He was Chairman of the
Board of University United
Methodist Church in Baton
Rouge and gave generous-
ly of his time to the
Volunteers of America,
serving both as Chairman
of the New Orleans Area
Board and as a member of
the National Board. In
recognition of his humani-
tarian contributions, he
was awarded the Creative
Human Service Award in
1987. He was also a found-
ing member and Chairman
of Karren's Kids, Inc., a
nonprofit organization de-
voted to supporting gifted
and talented children in St.
Landry Parish.

After retiring from
Adams & Reese in 1998, Joe
embraced a quieter life
while remaining engaged
in his community. In 2007,
he settled in Washington,
Louisiana, where he lived
with his beloved wife,
Gabriele.

Above all, Joe was a de-
voted husband, father, and
grandfather. He is survived
by his wife Gabriele, four
children—Michael J.
Kavanaugh (Jayne), Laura
Harris, Paul B. Kavanaugh
(Jennifer), and Sara Sotile
(Mike); grandchildren
Jacob, Clayton and Trent
Kavanaugh (Porter), Austin
Suits (Ka-ley), Meg Pool
(John), Emily Jewell
(Robb), Alice Griffith (Will),
Molly Harris (Legend),
Caroline and Miles
Kavanaugh, Michael Sotile
(Emalee) and Mary Sutton
Sotile along with 10 great-
grandchildren who carry
for-ward his legacy of ded-
ication, integrity, and ser-
vice.

He is preceded in death
by his parents Morton John
Kavanugh and Elizabeth
Bowden Kavanaugh, broth-
er M. John Kavanaugh, Jr.,
mother of his children
Barbara Sutton
Kavanaugh, son-in-law
John Jude Harris, and
grandson Brett Suits.

Joseph H. Kavanaugh
will be remembered not
only for his distinguished
legal career, but for the
character he exemplified,
the lives he touched, and
the enduring impact he
made on his profession
and his community.

In lieu of flowers, the
family request memorial
donations in his honor may
be made to Karren's Kids,
487 White Oak Road,
Washington, LA 70589, or
The Town of Washington
Cemetery Foundation, P. O.
BOX 42, Washington, LA,
70589.

A Memorial Mass of
Christian Burial for Joseph
H. "Joe" Kavanaugh will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, November 14,
2026, at Immaculate
Conception Catholic
Church, 318 E. Moundville
St., Washington, LA, 70589.
The Very Reverend
Monsignor Keith DeRouen
and Rev. Fr. Corey
Campeaux will concele-
brate the Mass.

Family and friends are
invited to sign and view
the online guestbook at
www.lafondardoin.com.

Lafond-Ardoin Funeral
Home of Opelousas, 2845
South Union Street,
Opelousas, LA 70570, (337)
942-2638, has been entrust-
ed with the funeral ar-
rangements.
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he settled in Washington,
Louisiana, where he lived
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Above all, Joe was a de-
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grandfather. He is survived
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(Jennifer), and Sara Sotile
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Sotile along with 10 great-
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mother of his children
Barbara Sutton
Kavanaugh, son-in-law
John Jude Harris, and
grandson Brett Suits.
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legal career, but for the
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the lives he touched, and
the enduring impact he
made on his profession
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In lieu of flowers, the
family request memorial
donations in his honor may
be made to Karren's Kids,
487 White Oak Road,
Washington, LA 70589, or
The Town of Washington
Cemetery Foundation, P. O.
BOX 42, Washington, LA,
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A Memorial Mass of
Christian Burial for Joseph
H. "Joe" Kavanaugh will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, November 14,
2026, at Immaculate
Conception Catholic
Church, 318 E. Moundville
St., Washington, LA, 70589.
The Very Reverend
Monsignor Keith DeRouen
and Rev. Fr. Corey
Campeaux will concele-
brate the Mass.

Family and friends are
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ed with the funeral ar-
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How to place an 
Obituary Noti ce

How to place a Memorial Ad

EMAIL:
obits@theadvocate.com

OR CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION:
225-388-0289

An “In Memory Of” ad, is a way to pay tribute to your loved 
one.  This remembrance is often printed on the anniversary of 

a loved one’s death. The deadline is two days prior to 
the day you want your ad to appear.

TO PLACE A MEMORIAL AD GO TO:
obituaries.theacadianaadvocate.com,

click submit an obituary and select create a memoriam.
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15th Judicial District Court 
asking a judge to quash the 
warrants and return his 
property. Murrill’s office 
argued in a November 2025 
brief that the law is consti-
tutional and that property 
needed as evidence must 

be kept during an inves-
tigation. Minutes from a 
March 11, 2026, hearing on 
the motion show Judge Mi-
chelle Billeaud ordered the 
Sheriff’s Office to review a 
Chevron-issued laptop and 
an unopened iPhone for pos-
sible return by April 15.

Email Dean Boudreaux 
at dean.boudreaux@
theadvocate.com.

Most & Associates, a New 
Orleans-based firm, is rep-
resenting the plaintiffs.

Attorney William Most is 
also representing plaintiffs 
in another recent lawsuit 
that alleges open meetings 
law violations in advancing 
incentive deals for SpaceX.

The PSC declined to com-
ment, citing pending litiga-
tion, but a lawyer for the 
PSC told Most in a letter 
last month that the light-
ning directive was “not 
a rule change,” and was 
instead a “directive” that 
used the proper procedure.

“The Lightning Directive 
provides a regulatory path-
way for the certification of 
new generation under an 
expedited process,” PSC 
executive counsel Kathryn 
Bowman wrote in response 
to a letter from Most, who 
asked the commission to 
withdraw its lightning di-
rective. “The utility still 
bears the burden of proof 
throughout the proceeding 
that the generation is in the 
public interest and is at the 
lowest reasonable costs.”

Opposition to Meta’s data 

center has come from the 
right and the left, with 
some conservative land-
owners in north Louisiana 
railing against plans to ex-
propriate property to build 
the huge transmission lines 
needed to power Hyperion.

“Our coalition members 
are facing forced expro-
priation, permanent loss of 
value, and damage to their 
family farms, private home-
steads, and wildlife habitats 
under a process cooked 
up behind closed doors,” 
Dustin McAnn, head of the 
Louisiana Landowners Co-
alition, said in a statement. 
“The Public Service Com-
mission owes Louisiana 
landowners transparency 
and constitutional fairness, 
not secret shortcuts that 
benefit a multi-billion dollar 
utility at the expense of ev-
eryday Louisianians.”

Along with Meta, Applied 
Digital is also using the 
fast-track process for an-
other data center in Boyce.

Coussan, the PSC mem-
ber who authored the rule 
change, said the commis-
sion will likely discuss the 
lawsuit in private at its next 
meeting, which is custom-
ary among public bodies.

“Public engagement with 
the Public Service Commis-

sion is at an all-time high 
and I believe that is a good 
thing for the people of Loui-
siana,” Coussan said.

Commissioner Davante 
Lewis, a Democrat who was 
the only member to oppose 
the lightning directive, said 
he still believes the direc-
tive should be rescinded.

“I warned from the be-
ginning that this directive 
raised serious concerns 
and could face legal chal-
lenges,” Lewis said in a 
statement. “I opposed it 
then, and I oppose it now.”

The suit comes about a 
week after midterm elec-
tions in which voters around 
the country rebuked data 
centers; of more than 40 
data center restrictions on 
the ballot across the nation, 
all but one was approved by 
voters. Candidates around 
the country made opposition 
to data centers a key part of 
their campaigns.

Gov. Jeff Landry has re-
mained steadfast in his sup-
port of data centers, which 
he has sought to rebrand as 
“digital factories.” On Sun-
day, Landry again rejected 
opposition to data centers, 
telling Fox News host Pe-
ter Doocey that he supports 
data centers, saying they 
will bring jobs to Louisiana.

Doocey cited a Fox News 
poll that found 76% of 
Americans would oppose 
having a data center built 
in their community.

“You didn’t run that poll 
in Richland Parish and you 
didn’t poll the teachers in 
Richland Parish, who went 
from the lowest paid teach-
ers in Louisiana to the high-
est paid teachers in Louisi-
ana,” Landry replied. “You 
look at a parish that had 
extreme poverty and right 
now it’s got record amounts 
of opportunity.”

The lawsuit against the 
PSC could scramble En-
tergy and Meta’s plans 
to get an unprecedented 
amount of new power 
plants and transmission 
lines approved by the end 
of the year. Entergy and 
opponents have litigated 
the plans for the expansion 
— involving seven new gas-
fired power plants — be-
fore an administrative law 
judge. The PSC is expected 
to vote by December.

The commission has two 
newly elected members, 
Republicans Stephanie Hil-
ferty and John Atkins. They 
will take office in January, 
moving the PSC from a 3-2 
Republican majority to a 
4-1 split.
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BY HALEY MILLER
Staff writer

LSU school named for local businessman
Art Favre donated 

funds for  
new building


